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Many years ago, when Bill Davies asked whether I knew of anyone interested in writing a Concise History of Austria, it was an easy, if immodest decision on my part to suggest myself. Writing such a book seemed a challenging prospect, but one that could be done fairly simply and in not too much time. It took me a long time to realize that conciseness is very time-consuming, and that a Concise History of Austria is, in any case, verging on a non sequitur -and for such a small state too. It took me even longer to write the book, but now that it has finally been completed, my hope is that it will help to give both an understanding of the broad outlines of Austria's fascinating history, and some sense of how its extensiveness and its complexity make an easy, concise rendering of it more problematic than might at first appear (or at least as it appeared to me back then). It is also true that part of the fascination lies in that very extensiveness and complexity, but I leave readers to make that discovery for themselves in the following pages. Brimmer, whose support is the main reason why I was able to bring this book to completion. Many friends and colleagues -far too numerous, I fear, to be each named in such a short acknowledgement -helped, stimulated and advised me in the writing of this book, even when they on occasion did so through disagreement. To all of them, in Austria, the United States, Britain and elsewhere, I give my thanks. There are also more specific debts of gratitude: Bruce Martin at the Library of Congress was most helpful in facilitating my research; Derek Beales graciously replied to my ill-informed query about an illustration, which is now in the book; Erhard Stackl at Der Standard in Vienna was also most helpful on several questions concerning the book; Klaus Nellen at the Institute for the Human Sciences in Vienna is always helpful and a good listener. I would like to thank Julian Sofaer for his generosity concerning permission to reproduce two of Gerhart Frankl's paintings for this book, and Mag. Franz Huemer, for allowing several pictures from the Heimatbuch of Bad Leonfelden to be printed here. I am also most grateful to Hans Haider, Regina Huber, Wolfgang Leschanz, Gerhard Milchram, Renate Pein, Rudolf Semotan and Wilhelm Wadl for their generosity concerning illustrations.
Evan Bukey, Allan Janik, Aviel Roshwald and David Sorkin were kind enough to read parts of the manuscript and offer suggestions as to how the text could be improved, for which I am very thankful. They are not responsible for any mistakes in the end result.
I also would like to thank the personnel at Cambridge University Press, starting with Bill Davies, who gave me this opportunity, and stuck with me as long as possible. Marigold Acland, Chris Harrison and Elizabeth Howard also are to be thanked for their extreme patience with this author. Isabelle Dambricourt, Jo Breeze, Carol Fellingham Webb and the production team have been both patient and helpful in finally bringing this book to publication. 
